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	PURPOSE


	1.


	To inform members of the Authority of the commencement of a review of Ward patterns in the Borough and to invite Member comments accordingly.


	RECOMMENDATION


	2.
	That Members note the commencement of the review and inform the Interim Chief Executive of any comments they wish to be incorporated into the Authority’s response.

	
	

	3.
	That the Interim Chief Executive be delegated to respond on behalf of the Authority, to the extent that Members wish representations to be made.


	REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATION


	4.
	To ensure that Authority Members are consulted on the proposals.


	SUMMARY OF KEY POINTS


	5.
	The Boundary Committee for England (the Committee) has recently announced that it has reached the consultation stage on Ward patterns as part of its broader electoral review of Mansfield District Council (the Council). A copy of the consultation letter is attached to this report.

	
	

	6.
	The Council currently consists of 46 elected Members plus an elected Mayor. The Committee has already consulted on the number of Council seats under the new arrangements, and they have provisionally concluded that the number of seats should be reduced to 36 plus the Mayor. The provisional conclusion may be adjusted, in light of their findings following this consultation exercise on Ward patterns.

	
	

	7.
	In coming to its view, the Committee aims to recommend a pattern of Wards that achieves good electoral equality, reflects community identities and interests and provides for effective and convenient local government with easily identifiable boundaries. The Committee aims to provide for single-Member Wards across the Council.

	
	

	8.
	The Police Authority is a statutory consultee in this exercise and is now invited to make representations.


	FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS AND BUDGET PROVISION


	9.
	None at this stage.


	POLICY IMPLICATIONS


	10.
	 None.


	DETAILS OF CONSULTATION


	11.
	The Chair of the Authority.
	


	BACKGROUND PAPERS


	12.
	Letter from the Committee dated 20 October 2009 (Attached)


	FURTHER INFORMATION
	     

	PLEASE CONTACT:
	The Chief Executive

	ALSO:
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