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NOTTINGHAMSHIRE POLICE AUTHORITY

County Hall, West Bridgford, Nottingham, NG2 7QP

Tel: Nottingham (0115) 977 4897

____________________________________

MINUTES

OF A MEETING OF THE

 STANDARDS COMMITTEE

HELD ON 11th DECEMBER 2009 

AT COUNTY HALL

WEST BRIDGFORD

NOTTINGHAM

COMMENCING AT 10.30 AM

____________________________________

MEMBERSHIP
Mrs J M Charlton (Independent Member) (Chair)

Mr J Grant (Independent Member)

Mr R Hughes (Independent Member)

Ms E Minnighan (Independent Member)

Cllr J Clarke (ex-officio) (absent)

Mrs G Harrison

Cllr E Kerry

Cllr I Malcolm

Mr A Street

IN ATTENDANCE

Dr P Hodgson

OFFICERS PRESENT
Mrs C Radford
Deputy Chief Executive and Treasurer

Mr P Robinson                           Police Authority


_________________________________________________

1.
WELCOME

The Chair welcomed Mr Grant, Mr Hughes and Ms Minnighan, newly appointed Independent Members, to their first meeting of the Committee.

2.
MINUTES
The minutes of the last meeting held on 18th September 2009, having been previously circulated, were agreed as a true and correct record and were confirmed and signed by the Chair.

The Deputy Chief Executive was asked to follow up issues raised at the last meeting concerning any response made to the Telford Fire Office and also on whether any letter of objection had been sent to the Standards Board on the imposition of sanctions arising from consideration of the Standards Board Bulletins 44 and 45.

3.  
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

No apologies were received.

4.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
There were no declarations of interest made. 

5.
ANNUAL ASSEMBLY OF STANDARDS COMMITTEES 2009

The reports of the former Interim Chief Executive and Mrs Harrison on their thoughts on the content of the 2009 Assembly were noted. The topics discussed at the Assembly seemed to be more relevant to Local Authority business than that of Police and Fire Authorities and it was hoped that the 2010 Assembly could contain a greater balance of issues and themes. In this connection Ms Minnighan referred to her involvement in organising workshops for previous Assemblies and undertook to pursue this matter and report back in due course.

RESOLVED 09/01

1) That the reports of the former Interim Chief Executive and Mrs Harrison on attendance at the 2009 Assembly be noted.

2) That Members notify to the Chair their interest in attendance at the 2010 Assembly by the end of January 2010 and that arrangements be made to reserve 2 Member places for the 2010 Assembly when booking arrangements open.

6. 
MEMBER REVIEW OUTCOME

In addition to the report sent out with agenda for the meeting and to assist the discussion, Members were also provided with a copy of the current Police Authority Development Plan, which had been considered at the Police Authority meeting earlier in the week.

Arising from discussion of the issues set out in these documents the following matters were identified for inclusion in the Learning and Development programme and also as organisational development actions for 2010/11:-

· Clarification of the role of the Standards Committee in the forthcoming inspection of the Police Authority

· A review of how the Member review process was managed; in this connection reference was made to how some neighbouring Authorities used the process more like an appraisal and the Deputy Chief Executive was asked to check whether information was available for comparison purposes

· The new Independent Members required more targeted training on their role

· On the Development Plan (the Member review on pages 12 and 13) the Chair undertook to lead on a revised training plan for Members.

Of these matters it was noted that initial training for new Members was in hand (induction training on 13th January 2010) and that other issues would be taken forward by the new Interim Chief Executive when in post.

RESOLVED 09/02

That the issues raised above be progressed in the Learning and Development programme and the Authority Development Plan as appropriate.

7. WORK PLAN FOR 2009/10

Following consideration of the Plan before the Committee it was agreed that the following matters be included on the agenda for the 1st February 2010 meeting:-

· Authority Development Plan

· Progress on the Inspection

· Member Review comparisons with other Police Authorities

· Member attendance, including a review of Standing Orders and terms of reference of current governance arrangements (Mrs Harrison to be lead Member)

· Feedback on Member induction

· Update on preparation for the 2010 Assembly of Standards Committees

· Standards Board for England bulletins

It was further agreed that an item on the Authority’s 3 year Development Plan be included on the agenda for the April 2010 meeting.

The Deputy Chief Executive would draw these issues to the attention of the new Interim Chief Executive when in post. 

The meeting closed at 11.40am

Chair
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