
 

Tattoos 
 
Applicants should be aware that they should not have any tattoos that could cause offence. 
Tattoos are not acceptable if they: 
 

• Undermine the dignity and authority of the office of Police Officer. 
• Are garish or numerous or particularly prominent, ie. On the hands, neck, face or 

forearms. 
• Could cause offence to members of the public or colleagues and/or invite provocation.  
• This would include tattoos that are rude, lewd, crude, racist, sexist, sectarian, 

homophobic, violent or intimidating. 
• Tattoos that display unacceptable attitudes towards women, minority groups or any other 

section of the community, or alignment with particular groups, which could give offence to 
members of the community, are unacceptable. 

 
Applicants should declare any tattoos on the figures below. 
 
I confirm I have read and understood the Home Office Guidelines concerning tattoos and detail 
below any such tattoos. 
 
Signed …………………………………………………  
 
Print Name…………………………………………………… 
 
Date ...................................………… 
 
Please indicate any tattoos on the figures and enclose a coloured photograph when submitting 
your completed application form. 
 
When determining permissibility or otherwise, consideration is given to the above criteria. If in 
doubt please seek advice by calling the HQ Personnel (Resourcing) Department. 
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